
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
PORTLAND NAACP CALLS CITY OF PORTLAND PLACARDING CONTRACT A 
COERCIVE POLICY OF DISPOSSESSION AND DISPLACEMENT 
 
A coalition led by the Portland NAACP is demanding that the city’s Unreinforced Masonry (URM) 
placarding ordinance be repealed immediately. The City of Portland has unjustly inserted an 
onerous property title encumbrance by stealth and in bad-faith. The impediment will act as a non-
negotiable contract to devalue property, force disinvestment, and coerce dispossession under the 
guise of public safety for the benefit of speculative redevelopment. 
 
Portland, Oregon, January 2, 2019 – On December 14th, 2018, the City of Portland Bureau of Development 
Services issued a service update implementing an ordinance passed on October 10, 2018 requiring owners of 
URM buildings to place a sign (placard) on the building notifying tenants and visitors that the structure may be 
unsafe in the event of a significant earthquake. Embedded within the seemingly benign signage requirement 
compliance documents was a non-negotiable and compulsory ‘agreement’ granting the city the right to attach an 
encumbrance (lien) to the title bearing the weight of the full measure of invasive and prohibitively expensive 
seismic retrofits – far beyond the extent required by current city code and well beyond the policy 
recommendations not yet codified. Not only did this break an explicit promise made just a few short months 
earlier to work with community members to make tiered improvements as funds become available, it 
perpetuates and exacerbates a long history of systemic and structural betrayals of trust and policies of 
displacement, demolition, and dispossession predicated on classism, racism, and white supremacy. 
 
The growth model and avarice of real estate speculation and gentrification benefit from these surreptitious 
devaluations by manipulating communities by proxy into giving up their architectural and cultural riches at a 
deep discount. Developers currently pay a premium for land in these coveted locations. Further, the city’s title 
lien will create instantly distressed mortgages and cause disinvestment by conventional lenders. It will also 
provide opportunistic private equity advantages of setting artificially low cash purchase prices where owners 
have no leverage after properties have been devalued and their investment negated by the city’s encumbrance. 
The city’s contract further incentivizes demolition of these Cornerstones of Community by transferring the fully-
weighted impediment to any new owner, making redevelopment the only economically feasible option, except for 
a few ‘trophy’ buildings. 
 
The NAACP and its broad coalition of supporters demand that Portland city leaders stop, bring all impacted 
community members to the table, and engage in a transparent, practical, and good-faith process. The hope is to 
promote policies that reinforce the fabric of our communities through inclusive public engagement rather than 
un-democratic constructs of “engagement theater” which tear them apart to extract and transfer wealth. Only 
through such a process can we truly balance retrofitting the landscape of our built environment to be safer and 
more resilient in the future while also protecting our communities from the human-made disasters of 
gentrification, displacement and economic violence taking place at this very moment. 
 
A rally scheduled for Saturday, January 5th from 10:00 am – 11:00 am. on the steps of Portland City Hall. A 
press conference will begin at 10:15 A.M. led by Portland NAACP President E.D. Mondainé and including 
statements from others who represent adversely impacted communities. 
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971-344-1298 
secretary@pdxnaacp.org 
www.pdxnaacp.org 
  

### 

https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/HCD/OHC/docs/multnomah_portland_BuildingsOfPDXAfricanAmericanHistory_REVISED.pdf
mailto:secretary@pdxnaacp.org

